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the solidarity of the states of the Occident which
rested upon nationality. They resembled the states
founded by the Arabian and Turkish war-lords, where
the state was entirely confounded with the army and
perished with it. These principalities lasted nearly
two centuries, a long life for Oriental states. A large
emigration alone omkl have maintained them in face
of Moslem and Byzantine Asia; the Europe of the
Middle Ages could not furnish that emigration.

During half a century they had to fight only the
petty princes of Syria; the Moslems of Egypt lived
with them in peace, and that was the time of their
prosperity. But when Saladin had destroyed the Cali-
phate of Cairo and in its place the military state of the
Mamelukes was formed, the Christians, attacked from
the direction of or by Egypt, could no longer resist
If they had continued to keep their states for a century
if was because the sultan did not care to destroy them.
Doubtless the war was a Ho}y War for the Moslems
as well as for the Christians. But it was interrupted
by frequent truces of several years' duration. All the
Christian princes should not be represented as united
against the Moslem princes; political interests were
stronger than religious hatred. Christians fought
continually against Christians, and Moslems against
Moslems. Sometimes even a Christian prince made
an alliance with a Moslem prince against another
Christian prince.

Never was there perfect accord in the camp of the
Christians. The religious enthusiasm which united
them did not destroy commercial rivalry nor race
hatred; there were continual disputes between the